


So, what is it about church buildingsêê..

Agenda for today:

1. Why do churches matter? 

2. Activities to consider.

3. Funding. 

4. What to think about in an application. 



So, what is it about church buildingsêê..

Why do people visit churches? 

What do they come to see? 

If they came to your church what would they

see? 

Take 5 minutes to think about this and have a chat about it. 



So, what is it about church buildingsêê..

Å Spiritual places
Å Places of gathering
Å Places of ritual
Å Places of remembering
Å Places to give thanks
Å Places to grieve

Å Places of mystery
Å Places of culture
Å Places of memory
Å Places of art
Å Places of 

craftsmanship



So, what is it about church buildingsêê..

ÅHoly and spiritual places where local people ôexpectõ to encounter something  -
God. 

ÅPeople in the community encounter churches in a whole range of ways.  

ÅPlaces of gathering and ritual ðbirths, life events, deathê..

ÅImportant to local community:  sense of place, sense of ownership and the 
depository of local and collective memory. 

ÅPeople visit churches on a day out or on a holiday as visitors and tourists. 

ÅThey are usually free to enterêê. 



ôIt is better that a few things are stolen from our churches, than the 
worshipping community steal a whole church from itõs peopleõ  

ôA locked church is an oxymoronõ 
Wendy Coombey, Diocese of Hereford. 

First Principles - Get the door open. 

The church is not a private members club ς
unless there are very specific reasons why a 
church should be locked (and there are few) 
ςthen it should be open. Daily. 



Tourism and Visitors. 

ÅChurch buildings are part of the Tourism and Visitor Economy and they contribute 
to the economic prosperity of an area.  

ÅEngage intentionally and professionally in tourism ςis there a local tourism 
association or a local church tourism group? What can you do for free? (Explore 
Churches https://www.explorechurches.org/)

Å Is there any free training available? 

Å9ƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΥ .ǳƛƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƛƴǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘŜŜƭΦ   
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/

https://www.explorechurches.org/
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/


Tourism and Visitors. 

ÅIs there a local TIC or heritage centre who would take some of your 
brochures? 

ÅAre you near to a B&B or other visitor attraction? Go and say hello, 
take some leaflets. 

ÅIs there a countywide Tourism Organisation or Destination 
Management Plan ςlocal economic development department 
should be able to tell you.  Can you work with them? 
ÅWhat can you do for free? 



ÅWelcome sign?
Å Family activities?
ÅWelcome and walkers tables? 
Å Jams and pickles?
Å Local produce? 
Å Good Interpretation?
Å Chance to give? 
Å Cobwebs, dirt and bat-crap? 

Evaluate your visitor welcome ςwhat do people see 
when they arrive? 



Do it as professionally 
as you can and do it 
well 

Tourism and Visitors. 



Tourism and Visitors. 

Be creative with 
interpretation ς
do it as well and 
as professionally 
as you can. 



Improving the welcome and generating income. 

Prayer Stations and Votive Candles

Low cost, simple intervention
Safe ςno fire. 


